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The secret of Pitt's power lay in that, however ambitious,
however factious, he was nevertheless high-souled, inspired
by, lofty ideals and indomitable enthusiasm, and moved
by a violent and irrepressible passion for his country. He
sought for office, not for the lucrative perquisites of it—
those he resolutely refused—but because he sincerely
believed " he could save this country and that nobody else
could/* Such was his passionate devotion to England that
he convinced his countrymen not only of his ability to
control'their destiny but also of their own ability to fulfil
it. He " spoke like a gentleman, like a statesman, who felt
what he said and possessed the strongest desire of conveying
that feeling to others for their own interest and that of
their country. "1
However serious the blots upon Pitt's early career—and	^
those blots are neither few nor inconsiderable—the states- policy—the
manlike conception of his policy and the permanent results Canada,
of his political sagacity during his short Ministry admit of
no doubt.    From the outset, the primary object of his plans
was .the,, acquisitioB,,oi,,Canada-aiid,the .complete1, destruction"' v
of ^e^m^iiime^^d^colomaJi	power	of France.    To Pitt
Canada represented, on the one hand, the natural comple-
ment and the undoubted guarantee of the British Empire
in America, and on the other, the centre of French colonial
and commercial ambitions. Under Walpole Pitt had learned
England's dependence on trade and the consequent value
of the American colonies: he had learned to appreciate that
the days of the Mediterranean's paramount importance were
over and that the maritime rivalry of England with France
would be fought out across the Atlantic. He had lived
long enough in opposition to see that the struggle in Canada
had begun; he realised that this was a contest for America
as well as Canada, and he was resolved never to leave the
issue in doubt. As early as 1742 he had drawn up a series ^^^
of notes on the Spanish Colonies :2 he had collected infor- Canadian
mation from the Society of London Merchants trading to
1	Memorials of John Oswald, 1895.    Cited from Green, William
Pitt, p. 36.
2	Hotblack, Chatham's Colonial Policy, p. xiii.

